PAGE  
5

Chariots of Fire

2Kings 6:8-23

Introduction:  John Paton was a young Scottish missionary whom the Lord sent to preach the gospel to the New Hebrides Islands in the Western Pacific Ocean close to Melanesia.  These islands were inhabited by cruel cannibals who often killed each other and were ready to kill any newcomers.  One night hostile natives surrounded the mission station, with the intent to burn it and kill Paton and his wife.  They however kneeled down and prayed during that terror-filled night that God would deliver them. When daylight came they were amazed to see their attackers leave. A year later, the chief of the local tribe was converted to Christ. Remembering what happened, Paton asked the chief what kept him from burning down the house and killing them. The chief replied in surprise, "Who were all those men with you there?" Paton knew no men were present--but the chief said he was afraid to attack because he had seen hundreds of big men in shining garments with drawn swords circling the mission station.  Paton realized that God sent His angels to protect him and his wife.  

The Bible talks about reality as comprising of two realms namely the natural and the supernatural, the visible and the invisible, or the material and the spiritual.  When God created us we were able to perceive both the material and the spiritual world and we read in Genesis that Adam and Eve heard God walking in the Garden of Eden and that often God was talking with them, yet after the fall into sin their eyes were closed to see the spiritual realm and perceive the supernatural. And we also read in the Bible that from time to time under different circumstances humans’ eyes were opened again to see the invisible world of God and how it affects our visible and material world.  This spiritual phenomenon by which our eyes can see the presence and manifestation of Divine appearances is called theophany.  In the Old Testament all four patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph saw theophanies or appearances of Divine beings.  Elijah when he was in the wilderness and wanted to die, an angel came and gave him food and water, Moses saw some too and so did Joshua.  We read in Joshua 5 that one night before Joshua lead the Israelites in conquering Jericho he saw a man with a drawn sword in his hand, and Joshua asked, “Are you one of us or are you one of our adversaries?”  And the man replied, “Neither but as commander of the army of the Lord I have now come.”  And Joshua fell on his face and worshipped this divine being who was the commander of the heavenly Hosts.  Next, the prophet Isaiah sees the Lord on a high throne in the Temple.  Also in the New Testament, Mary, Jesus’ mother saw Angel Gabriel when he came to announce her that she will bear a child by divine powers.  Joseph saw an angel in his sleep who told him to keep Mary as his wife and take care of the baby that would be born.  Jesus Himself was praying in anguish in the garden of Gethsemane before His arrest and crucifixion, and an Angel came and strengthened Him.  Then Herod puts Peter in prison and plans to kill him, yet an Angel came and delivered Peter, and also Apostle Paul was taken by ship to Rome to be tried by Cesar, when a powerful storm caught them in the middle of the sea.  Everyone on the ship lost all hope but Paul prayed to God and an Angel came and told him to fear not because no one will lose his life. 

Today many believers claim to have had similar experiences and I believe that some are true.  I believe that Angels did appear to save and help believers from critical situations and that one of their functions is that of ministering and helping humans.  Billy Graham wrote an interesting book about Angels in which he describes their types as well as their functions and missions.   The point that our passage makes this morning however is that even if God opens our spiritual eyes to see His Angelic forces at work or even if He doesn’t, we should rest assured that God does offer protection and one way is to send His Angelic forces to encircle us in times of danger.

In our passage, the King of Syria sends an army to capture Elisha because he knew by divine insight all the king’s plans and was telling His king and people about them in order to help them escape the danger of the enemy.  So the king of Syria initially thinks that one of his officers is a traitor but finds out that Elisha knows his plans by divine insight and sends this army to capture him.  And when Elisha’s servant wakes up in the morning and goes out to get fresh water their town is surrounded by the enemy’s army, ready to strike.  Elisha however is able to see more and deeper than his servant.  He is able to see not only the material and physical world but also the spiritual and supernatural.  And as the Bible is telling us here, Elisha prays for his servant so that his servant would see the unseen reality and after God opens the servant’s eyes he saw that, “the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha” (v.17).  God wants this morning to open our eyes of faith and see the spiritual reality of His presence in our lives.  He wants to show us horses and chariots of fire surrounding us as we live in this physical and materialistic world.  We are not alone and as Apostle Paul asks, “If God is with us, who can be against us?”  So let’s look this morning at four functions of the chariots of fire in our lives, four ways in which God’s protective presence be it through Angels or other means, impacts our lives.

1. Chariots of Fire dissipate Fear.  

The first function of God’s chariots of fire in our lives is to dissipate fear.  In other words, they are there to take away the fear and restore courage and confidence.  Elisha and his servant were dealing here with a real and dangerous situation.  This army came to find and kill them.  This was a real frightening situation.  When Elisha’s servant sees their horses and chariots surrounding their place he is overwhelmed by fear and cries, “Alas, master! What shall we do?” (v.16).  So this was a real frightening and critical situation and we also pass through such times in our lives.  Frightening circumstances do come into our lives and we should not ignore them.  People, hardships, illnesses, insecurities, and different other issues will try to destroy us, and they will bring fear in our lives and we should not ignore them.  Elisha did not say to his servant, “Hey hush now, Come on now, this is not a big deal!”  He acknowledged it was a critical situation but he knew it was not bigger than His God.  Yes, there were many human soldiers in chariots ready to attack and kill, but God’s chariots of fire were many more, much stronger, and more powerful.  In v.16 he tells his servant “Do not be afraid for there are more with us than there are with them.’   God is bigger than any problem, issue, suffering, or frightening thing in our lives, and He is there with His chariots of fire to help, save, and protect.  So yes we should acknowledge critical situations, but we should not fear them because God is bigger and stronger than anything else that can harm us.

Illustration:  I had a friend in Romania, a minister, who several years ago was told by the doctors that has diabetes.  The doctors told him, “be careful it is serious and you should follow the treatment and change your life style.”  Yet he ignored the seriousness of his situation.  His health was getting worse and worse but he did not want to acknowledge it was dangerous.  Last year he died. 

We deal in life with critical issues and circumstances and we should not ignore their threat but we should not loose heart also.  God is present in our lives to counsel, guide, save and protect.

He will send His angels to surround us in times of threat and danger so that we will remain calm, confident, and courageous.

In John 14:1, Jesus says, “Do not let your heart be troubled.  Believe in God and believe in me also…” What Jesus says here is that we should not let fear overwhelm our hearts.  Yes we will pass through frightening situations but we can stay clam, confident, and courageous because God is in control of our lives.  So because He is in control we should not fear. David says in Psalm 34: “I sought the Lord, and He answered me, and delivered me from all my fears…”  

Illustration:  Richard Wurmbrand, the Romanian pastor who was imprisoned 14 years for his faith during communism tells that one-day a prison captain called him in his office.  The captain said, “Give up your faith, denounce Christ and I let you go free.”  Wurmbrand answered, “I will never betray Jesus” The captain said, “Your life is in my hands and I can have you killed at any moment, and your God will not be there to save you?”  The Romanian pastor replied, “Sir, Jesus is present in my life, I feel Him in my heart every day, put your hand at my chest and feel my heart beat, if it beats fast it means I am afraid and Jesus is not in my life but if it beats normal it means I am not afraid and Jesus lives in me…” The prison captain had no more words to say and sent him back to his cell.  The truth is that if we believe in Jesus than we don’t loose our heart and we don’t let fear overpower us even though we pass through frightening situations.                

2. Chariots of Fire come through prayer.

The second aspect about the impact of God’s Chariots of Fire in our lives is that they come through prayer.  In other words God sends them in our lives to help and protect us as a result of our prayer.  Now I am sure that Elisha knew his life would be in danger because he was telling his king and people the plans of the enemy.  But I am sure that that he also prayed to God to protect him.  He knew the enemy was after him to kill him, but he prayed constantly to God asking for protection.  And when his servant is afraid and cannot see the supernatural presence of God’s Chariots of Fire what is Elisha doing?  He prays again to God.  V.17 from our text says, “Then Elisha prayed: O Lord, please open His eyes that he might see.  And the Lord opened the eyes of the servant, and he saw…” God will send his Angels to come and help us in our problems and difficult situations so that we will not fear, but we have to pray. 

Illustration:  During his last night before the crucifixion Jesus went in the garden of Gethsemane and because his soul was in anguish he asked the disciples to pray and he went a little further and prayed.  Luke is telling us that his soul was in such a great turmoil that Jesus ask God, “Father if it be your will, remove this cup from me, yet not my will be done but yours…” And after praying more, very earnestly and persistently, his sweat became drops of blood, and an angel from heaven came and began to minister to him and give him strength and encouragement.  Powerful, earnest, and persistent prayer led to God sending His angels to help Jesus and strengthen Him in His suffering.

In Acts 12 we read that King Herod began a harsh persecution of the church in Jerusalem and he put Peter in prison with the intention to kill him.  In v.5 of Acts 12 we read, “While Peter was kept in prison, the church prayed fervently to God for him.”  And the result of the church’s fervent prayer is that the very night before Herod planed to bring Peter out and execute him, an angel of the Lord came and delivered Peter out of prison.  Again the earnest and persistent prayer of the faithful led to God sending His angels to bring help and deliverance. 

Illustration:  A woman from Philadelphia was returning home from work on a cold and snowy December day.  She worked late that day and by the time she left it was already dark and snow was falling hard.  Her house was outside the big city in a subdivision with only few houses with large distances in between them.  As she was taking a curb on the road leading to her house, her car skidded on ice and ended in a ditch on the margin of the road.  She began to pray.  She was a Christian believer and she trusted the Lord so she came before the Lord in prayer asking for help.  An hour later out of nowhere came a truck and stopped where her car was.  The driver got out took a chain from the trunk of his truck hooked it to her car and pulled it out of the ditch, then smiled and left.  She got home went in her bedroom, kneeled down and thanked God for sending His angel to rescue her. When we pray God will send his angels to help and rescue us from trouble.

In Psalm 34 David also says, “This poor soul cried, and was heard by God, and was saved from every trouble.  The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them” (6-7). 

Chariots of fire come into our lives to take fear away and give us courage and confidence during frightful and critical circumstances, but they come if we pray earnestly and fervently.

3. Chariots of Fire point to God. 

The third function and impact of the Chariots of Fire in our lives is that ultimately they point to God.  God uses angels to help and deliver us, but angels don’t replace God.  God is our father, and the creator of the universe.  He created us and he created the angels so in the end we must be aware that angels like us, are only God’s creatures.  Therefore we should praise and glorify God and not the angels.  We have to have an attitude or reverence toward angels but we should not worship them, we should worship God.  In our text even though the chariots of fire were surrounding Elisha he prays to God.  He comes before the Lord in prayer and ask Him to open his servant eyes and to blind the enemies eyes, and these things happen because of God.  Angels can do powerful things.  They have been given supernatural powers in order to minister to us in supernatural ways but they don’t replace God, and in the end there are things that even they cannot do yet God can.  The chariots of fire were there but it was only God who opened the eyes of Elisha’s servant.  The most important thing that happens here is done by God and that is the opening of the eyes.  In our own lives of faith it is only God who can open our eyes to see His work and intervention in our lives.  Yes angels will come to deliver and protect us but only God can open our eyes of faith and get spiritual insight and discernment.  And many times we are at difficult crossroads in our lives, and don’t know what direction to take.  We need divine guidance and discernment and it is only God who can do that for us.  

Illustration:  One day Jesus was with his disciples and he asks them, “Who do people say that I am?” And the disciples said, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  “But who do you say that I am?” asks Jesus.  Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah the Son of the living God.”  And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you Simon son of Jonah!  For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven…” There was not an angel to reveal this spiritual discernment to Peter but God himself gave him this essential spiritual revelation.  So it is God only who can give us spiritual discernment and wisdom on how to tackle difficult issues in our lives.  Apostle Paul was praying for the Ephesian believers in this sense.  In Ephesians 1 he says’

“I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that with the eyes of your heart enlightened you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe…” 

So angels are God’s servants that He uses to minister to us but in the end they point to God.  And for every help and intervention that wee receive through angels we should in the end praise God.  The angels also praise God and in fact we read in the Isaiah chp 6 that in heaven there are some angels called seraphim who are constantly praising God.

So first, angels in their chariots of fire come in our lives to dissipate fear, second, they come as a result of our prayer, and third they point us to God.

4. Chariots of Fire transform us.

The last point about the impact of the chariots of fore in our lives is that when we experience them we are transformed.  When we see the miraculous and powerful intervention of angels in our lives we are not the same anymore.  In the Bible all humans who have seen angels were radically transformed.  Joseph initially wants to leave Mary when he finds out that she is pregnant but when an angel appears in his dream and tells him to take her as wife and care for the baby he obeys.  He sets aside his personal ambition and plans and obeys God’s call.  Isaiah in chp 6 of his book tells us that after he saw the Lord and the angels praising Him he devoted his life to full time ministry as a prophet.  In our text Elisha sees the multitude of chariots of fire and the angels in them ready to intervene on his behalf, and that should have been a transforming experience for him too.  After he asks the Lord to blind the troops of the king of Syria we read that he leads them to his king and troops in Samaria.  And when his king, the king of Israel sees the troops of the enemy brought to his feet he is ready to kill of all them.  In v21 we read, “When the king of Israel saw them, namely the enemy troops, he said to Elisha, Father shall I kill them?  Shall I kill them?”  And Elisha said, “No.  Prepare a great banquet for them, treat them nice and feed them and then let them go free.”  So he prepared a great banquet and fed them and afterwards they returned to their master.  Believers who have seen the chariots of fire will answer evil with love.  When God sends his angels to save and rescue you from your problems you cannot hate even your enemies but love them.  

In Romans 12 the Word of God says, “Bless those who persecute you, bless and do not curse them…”(9).  “Beloved never avenge yourselves but leave room for the wreath of God for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay says the Lord.”  No, ‘if your enemies are hungry, feed them, if they are thirsty give them something to drink, and do not overcome by evil but overcome evil with good” (20-21).  

Conclusion: Angels are all time around us to help and minister to us in time of danger and need.  Don’t fear for they will protect you and rescue you.  Pray to God and he will send them and then praise Him for His intervention through His chariots of fire and in turn be a blessing to others that God brings in your life.  Amen.                    

